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teaching becomes buoyant with the courage of our con-
victions We know how Richelieu shut up colleges
throughout France, both Jesuit and secular, " in order
to prevent the mania of the poor for educating their
children which distracts them from the puisuits of
trade and \ssir " This mama exists with us, not only
in the parents but in the children, the mama of hungry
soul* clamouring for meat, and we choke them oft, not
by shutting up schools and colleges, but by ofrering
matter v.hich no living soul can digest The complaints
made by teachers and children ot the monotony of the
work in our schools is full of pathos and all credit to
those teachers who cheer the weary path by entertaining
deuces But mind does not live and grow upon enter-
tainment, it requires its solid meals

The Gloucestershire teachers, under Mr Household's
direction, have entered so fully into the principles
implied in the method, that I am tempted to illustrate
largely from their experience But they by no means
stand alone Hundreds of other teachers have the same
experiences and describe them as opportunit}7' offers
The finding of this power which is described as ' sensing"
a passage,' is as the striking of a vein of gold in that
fabulously nch country, human nature Our ' find'
is that children have a natural aptitude for literary
expression which they enjoy in hearing or reading and
employ in telling or writing We might have guessed
this long ago All those speeches and sayings of untamed
warriors and savage potentates which the historians
have preserved for us, critics have declined as showing
too much cultivated rhetoric to have been possible for
any but highly educated pei sons But the time is coming
when we shall perceive that only minds like those of
children are capable of producing thoughts so fresh
and so finely expressed This natural aptitude for
literature, or, shall we say, rhetoric, which overcomes